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were white and seven negroes. Upon the representation of some one, I know not whom, General Grant by telegraph ordered General Hancock to restore them. Upon the receipt of this despatch General Hancock asked permission to delay the reinstatement of the Councilman until his report, which had already been sent by mail, should be received, as he felt quite sure that General Grant would understand his motives in the removals, and would approve the action taken. Grant's response came in the following economical suggestion : " Despatches of such length as yours should be sent by mail, when there is not a greater necessity for prompt reply than seems to exist in this case." He added : "There is nothing in my order that doubted your authority to make removals or appointments, when the public exigency requires it. I only exercised an authority given to me as General of the Army, under which law both of us find our authority to-act in such matters. Your order of removal was based on certain charges, which I did not think were sustained by the facts as they were presented to me." Naturally the question would arise, By whom were these so considered "facts " presented ? By the two white men and seven negroes who were interested parties in the case, or their friends in Washington, would be the conclusion. This discourtesy deter-us   were  the   duties devolving upon him,
